DESIDERIUS ERASMUS
[Born 1466. The leader of the Northern Renaissance, he was the
illegitimate son of a priest. His guardians, having embezzled his
money, cajoled him into becoming a monk, a step which he regretted
all his life. In 1493 he became secretary to the Bishop of Cambrai,
which enabled him to leave the monastery and travel. Though he
hated scholasticism, he was for a time at the University of Paris. In
1499 he made his first visit to England, where he liked the fashion of
kissing girls. Here he made friends with Colet and More, who per-
suaded him to undertake serious work rather than literary trifles.
He therefore started to learn Greek in 1500, and brought out a Greek
Testament, with a new Latin translation, in 1516. He also tried to
learn Hebrew, but gave it up. He lived in Engknd from 1509 until
1514, where he wrote his most famous book, The Praise of Folly',
illustrated by Holbein, which contained a scathing attack on the abuses
of the Church. However, he was so disgusted by the violence of the
Protestant revolt, that he sided with the Catholics, and a controversy
on Free Will with Luther forced him further and further into reaction.
His timidity unfitted him for the intolerance which the Reformation
had engendered, and he sank into obscurity and died in 1536.]
H
IS name was Gerard Gerard, which he translated into
Desiderius Erasmus. Of Roterdam: he loved not Fish,
though borne in a Fish-towne.
He was begot (as they say) behind dons. His father tooke
great care to send him to an excellent Schoole, which was at
Dusseldorf, in Cleveland. He was a tender Cbitt, and his
mother would not entruste him at board, but tooke a house
there, and made him cordialls.
He was of the order of Augustine, whose habit was the
same that the Pest-house-master at Pisa in Italic wore ; and
walking in that Towne, people beckoned him to goe out of the
way, taking him to be the master of the Pest-house; and he not
understanding the meaning, and keeping on his way, was there
by one well basted. He made his complaint when he came to
Rome, and had a dispensation for his habit.
He studied sometime in Queens Colledge in Cambridge :
his chamber was over the water. He mentions his being there
in one of his Epistles, and blames the Beere there.
Sir Charles Blount, of Maple-Durham, in Com. Oxon.
(neer Reding) was his Scholar (in his Epistles there are some to
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